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novel, as the form of composition toward which, with few exceptions, 
they tend, and in which they excel, alike in the power of easy and flu- 
ent narration, and in the didactic aim which is seldom wanting or ob- 
scure, and as seldom obtrusive or awkwardly managed. 



6. — The Epistle of Paul to the Romans ; with a Commentary and Re- 
vised Translation, and Introductory Essays, by Abiel Abbot 
Livebmore. Boston: Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 1854. 12mo. 
pp. 256. 

This work should have had among the "Introductory Essays" a 
careful analysis of the Epistle ; and in our judgment the " Revised 
Translation " would have been more valuable, had there been a less 
rigid adherence to the phraseology of King James's translators, and 
especially had paraphrase been resorted to in the rendering of some of 
the obscurer passages. Dignity of style, also, is in some instances too 
freely sacrificed to familiarity of- illustration. But the Commentary is 
deserving of the highest praise for its thoroughness of research, its philo- 
logical accuracy, its candid exhibition of opposing views, and its perfect 
lucidness. The author's theological opinions of course affect his judg- 
ment as an expositor ; but those who regard the Epistle as designed to 
mediate between the Jewish and the Gentile portion of the Roman 
Church will seldom dissent from his conclusions, while those who look 
upon it as a compend of Christian doctrine may find him a safe and use- 
ful guide in the details of textual exegesis. 



7. — Lectures on the Evidences of Christianity, delivered in Philadel- 
phia, by Clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the Fall 
and Winter of 1853 - 4. With an Introductory Essay, by Alon- 
zo Potter, D. D., LL. D., Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia : E. H. Butler & Co. 1855. 8vo. pp. 408. 

The crowning merit of this volume is its timeliness. And this is a 
merit which includes others of the highest order ; for the infidelity of 
our day is both learned and subtile, and can be met only by men pro- 
foundly conversant on the one hand with natural and metaphysical sci- 
ence, and on the other with the spirit of the age in its " many-sided- 
ness " and its vagaries. Scepticism does not now attach itself, as for- 
merly, to the face of the sacred record ; but draws its arguments from 



